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B. MAIN TEXT
Chapter 1: Introduction
1.1. Background Information
e Provide background information leading to your research
e Setting the context of your research
e Contains facts, trends, point of views, opinions, etc. as drawn from previous

literature, etc.

1.2. Problem Statement
e Logical lead into the problem you are trying to solve based on ground realities, real
world problem of farmers, or other such research problems
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1.3. Rationale of study
e Provide justification for the need of research you are going to conduct
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1.4.1 General Objective

e Based on research question(s) explain the purpose of your research

1.4.2 Specific Objectives
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1.5 Hypothesis

e Hypothesis assumption of your research stating null and alternate hypothesis



1.6 Limitation of the study
e Explain the things that you have missed or could not cover or is beyond the scope of
your research

e Also discuss if there are any assumptions made by you

Chapter 2: Literature Review
e Presents the results of previous research related to your study topic, organized by
the key variables in your study.
e A conceptual model showing the relationships among variables related to your

research problem can also be included.



Chapter 3: Research Methodology / Materials and Methods
Materials and methods could be written according to your research project and need.
For biological researches, details of field experimentation, cropping history, methods and
timing of treatment application, observation parameters, data collection, statistical
analysis, economic analysis, etc. should be written.
3.1. Site Selection

e Describe in detail about the site/field selection and logic for it

e Soil, climatic and environmental condition

e Demographics, socio-economic and other such scenarios

3.2. Population, sampling frame, sample size, and sampling techniques
e Explain about your population, sampling unit and sampling frame
e Explain in detail about the sample size and reason for the number

e Explain about the sampling techniques and reason for it

3.3. Research design
e Match your research question with your research design
e Explain your plan for the conduction of your research, including experimental
designs, design of tools and instruments, etc.

e Explain about treatment, replication, cultivation practices and management, etc.

3.4. Observations and Observation methods
e Data collection methods, Sources of data, types of data
e Interviewing and observation method
e Incase study we use mix method both qualitative and quantitative

e Describe about tools of data collection (e.g. FGD, KII, PRA, Questionnaire, etc.)

3.5. Data Analysis and Techniques
e Describes in detail the step-by-step procedures used in analyzing data

e Explain about the software used for data analysis



Chapter 4: Results and Discussion

Reports all results obtained, including all observation, descriptions of data

Mostly the results are qualitative and explorative with/ without statistical test

Includes facts only — what was found with explanation, but not interpretation or
conjecture by the researcher

Is organized and written around objectives of the study (research questions)

Describe, compare, or explain individual and societal knowledge, feelings, values,
preferences and behaviors etc. based on your observation

Discuss your results with other researchers findings and explain why your research is
scientific or justifiable

Chapter 5: Summary and conclusion

Briefly summarizes research, methodology, findings of study and lesson learnt

States conclusions based upon findings (first point in paper where the researcher is
allowed to include his or her own interpretations)

Describes how findings support or refute related studies (Implications for Current
Knowledge).

Describes implications of findings for those groups affected by the program/findings
(Implications for Practice)

Includes recommendations based upon findings and conclusions

Includes recommendations for further research



Chapter 6: References
e Enlist all journal articles, books, and other literature reviewed and quoted in the main
text in the appropriate format in APA style 7" ed. (Annex V).

Appendices

e Enlist all other tables, figures, maps of research site, treatment-control design, survey
questionnaire, checklists for KII, and case studies, etc. (separately in different
Annexes) in this section

e Also, includes copies of all correspondence, instrumentation, and other written

communication used in carrying out the research

Additional Note: The Mini-thesis submitted by the student/ student’s group must be
checked with any authentic plagiarism software before its final approval. Research article
may need to comply with the publication where students want to publish his/her article so
additional requirements may need to be fulfilled if students want to publish their article

outside the FoA's official publication.
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